
The non-profit organization „Väter ohne Rechte“ was founded in November 
2007 in Lower Austria. It is the first organization that includes “Vater” (father) 
in its name. The organization‟s aim, though, is children‟s rights, in particular 
the right of each child to have access and contact to BOTH parents in case of 
separation or divorce. This right is implied in the right for family which itself is 
stated in article 9 UN children‟s convention. It‟s also article 2 of Austria‟s 
“Bundesverfassungsgestez über die Rechte von Kindern”. 

 
There are organizations that focus on the problem of alienation through one 
parent. These organizations call themselves „children‟-organiaztions and thus 
parents have not actively approached these organizations. As it is mostly 
fathers (80%) that are affected by this problem, „father‟ has also been 
included in the name. This move encouraged parents to seek help, and the 
number of interested parents is steadily rising. In recent years also the 
number of mothers seeking help at our organization is rising as many of them 
do not feel supported by women‟s and mothers‟ organizations. 
 
The strong privileges that the one parent enjoys – the one where the child 
actually lives – makes abuse of this power very likely. The children‟s 
wellbeing and their right to see both parents has top priority in our doing, 
supporting mothers as well as fathers. There is also a mother represented in 
our board. 
The women‟s share in our organization is around 44%, including mothers, 
grandmothers and, in particular, new partners of affected fathers. They all 
suffer from Austria‟s family law. Most of all, though, it is the children, who 
suffer from not seeing one parent. 
 
The organization seeks to give a voice to those children. In our view, children 
are often abused as weapon in the parent‟s conflicts about custody and 
money. „Väter ohne Rechte‟ tries to make parents as well as authorities aware 
of this problem and make them realize the psychological and physical 
damage done to children. There is a wide range of potential negative 
consequences, in particular the Parental Alienation Syndrom (PAS). 
 
The organization has been involved in several working groups under former 
Justice Minister Mag. Bandion-Ortner and Dr. Karl and is still asked for expert 
opinions if new laws are under discussion. 
Our activities are supplemented by lobbying including members of the 
parliament and talks with all relevant political parties. We always aim to 
improve children‟s rights, e.g. by introducing what is called “Doppelresidenz”, 
i.e. children living equally in two after separation. 
 
One can say that, since 2007,  „Väter ohne Rechte‟ has been revealing 
problems in the Austrian family law and the negative consequences for 



children. While criticism cannot be avoided in some situations, the 
organization always seeks cooperation and targets common understanding 
and solutions in the interest of children. 
The organization considers itself as partner for anybody who supports 
children rights, their positive development and their implementation. „Väter 
ohne Rechte‟ helps children as well as parents and thereby shows that it is 
not about a fight betwenn gender but rather a fight against structural 
problems in the structure. These structural problems can hit fathers as well as 
mothers. But mostly it hits children.  
 
We want to emphasize that the organization does not receive any subsidies, 
and this has not changed over the last 10 years. The organization is running 
a hotline for parents affected and receives up to 25 calls a day. We also offer 
consultancy with the help of lawyers, psychologists and children doctors. 
Currently there are about 40 helpers who voluntarily and free use their leisure 
time to work for equal parenting. 
 
The organization also runs a homepage www.vaeter-ohne-rechte.at, a 
YouTube channel www.youtube.com/user/VaeterohneRechte, an office and 
organizes press conferences, speeches and discussions.  
 
We also focus on fathers with migration background who account for around 
30% of the affected fathers. They face language barriers and sometimes 
have a different cultural background. It‟s very hard for them to understand the 
very strict Austrian law. 
 
The organization also joins affected parents to meetings with authorities (like 
„Jugendamt‟ or Courts, police or even employees) and is careful observer of 
some Court procedures. 
After years we are now active in several counties (Bundesländer) and can 
offer help in different locations and branches. 
 
All helpers within the organization share the idea that equal parenting – also 
and especially after a divorce or separation – is essential for the children‟s 
wellbeing. More than 50 international studies and several national ones prove 
the success that “Doppelresidenz” could bring. A recent resolution by the 
„Europarat‟ (resolution 279) that has been accepted unison also with 
Austrian‟s support, asks all member states to introduce „Doppelresidenz‟ as 
default. Please find details under http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/Votes/DB-
VotesResults-EN.asp?VoteID=35776&DocID=15575. 
 
The implementation of Doppelresidenz clearly represents one of our most 
important goals in the months and years to come! 
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